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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new
editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. Standards may
also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are using a
current Standard, which should include any amendments which may have been
published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Australia
web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line
catalogue.

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each
year, and the monthly magazine, The Australian Standard, has a full listing of
revisions and amendments published each month.

We also welcome suggestions for the improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, PO Box 1055, Strathfield,
NSW 2135.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 98559.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee CS/83, Recreational

Underwater Diving, to supersede AS 4005.1—1992.

The Standard was originally prepared in response to a request by the Australian

Underwater Federation (AUF). The AUF expressed concern about the wide differences

between courses being taught in Australia.

The major changes in this edition of the Standard are as follows:

(a) Removal of the reference to the National SCUBA Qualifications Commission.

(b) Reorganization of the in-water skills training to require some of the exercises to be

carried out in a pool or confined water.

(c) Replacement of the medical certificate with a medical statement which provides

more information to the candidate and the instructor.

On successful completion of training to the requirements of this Standard, the graduate

should be able to dive safely and competently under reasonably controlled conditions.

Training by itself, however, cannot convert a graduate into a fully competent diver. With

all diving, this requires further experience, as it is only by reinforcing the skills and

knowledge acquired during training that the graduate will become fully competent.

Graduates should be aware of the need for area orientation at dive sites which are new to

them and seek information on the local area and conditions before planning a dive.

Additional training for other special types of recreational diving may also be undertaken

subsequent to certification as an entry-level diver. Some of these specialties are advanced

recreational, cavern, deep, ice and night diving, various levels of instructor certification,

underwater naturalist and underwater photography.

The illustrations for the handsignals shown in Appendix E are reproduced with the

permission of PADI Asia Pacific Ltd.

This Standard is Part 1 of a series on training and certification of recreational divers. The

series is as follows:

Part 1: Minimum entry-level SCUBA diving (this Standard)

Part 2: Recreational SCUBA dive supervisor

Part 3: Assistant SCUBA instructor

Part 4: SCUBA instructor

Part 5: SCUBA instructor trainer

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral

part of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and

guidance.
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